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In this tranquil home he consoled himself for the bickerings with
which the scribes and the Pharisees unceasingly surrounded him.
He often sat on the Mount of Olives, facing Mount Moriah,1 hav-
ing beneath his view the splendid perspective of the terraces of
the temple, and its roofs covered with glittering plates of metal.
This view struck strangers with admiration; at the rising of the
sun, especially, the sacred mountain dazzled the eyes, and appeared
like a mass of snow and of gold.2 But a profound feeling of sad-
ness poisoned for Jesus the spectacle that filled all other Israelites
with joy and pride. He cried out, in his moments of bitterness,
" 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and
stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have
gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens
under her wings, and ye would not." **

It was not that many good people here, as in Galilee, were not
touched; but such was the power of the dominant orthodoxy, that
very few dared to confess it. They feared to discredit themselves
in the eyes of the Hierosolymites by placing themselves in the
school of a Galilean. They would have risked being driven from
the synagogue, which, in a mean and bigoted society, was the
greatest degradation * Excommunication, besides, carried with it
the confiscation of all possessions.^ By ceasing to be a Jew, a man
did not become a Eoman; but remained without protection, in the
power of a theocratic legislation of the most atrocious severity.
One day, the infeiior officers of the temple, who had been present
at one of the discourses of Jesus, and had been enchanted with it,
came to confide their doubts to the priests: " Have any of the
rulers or of the Pharisees believed on him?" was the reply to
them; "but this people who knoweth not the Law are cursed/'6
Jesus remained thus at Jerusalem, a provincial admired by pro-
vincials like himself, but rejected by all the aristocracy of the
nation. The chiefs of schools and of sects were too numerous for
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